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NEWS RELEASE
'UNDERGROUND' WEB SITE, DEVELOPED BY UD SOPHOMORE,
FOCUSES ON ALCOHOL-FREE ENTERTAINMENT

DAYTON, Ohio -For University of Dayton students looking to make friends and check
out the Dayton community, the Underground offers some solutions.
The new student-developed and peer-driven Web site lists alcohol-free things to do on
and off campus - sporting events, theater productions, movies and weekend excursions. The
site also features a message board and chat room.

Jim Danis, a 19-year-old sophomore entrepreneurship major, developed the idea as a
result of an in-class discussion with then-philosophy lecturer Mona Lisa Mullins. "We were
talking about drinking. Someone said, 'I don't drink.' Five seconds later 20 people said, 'Neither
do I.' It's almost as if, until someone else is willing to relinquish that information, you need to
hide it," Danis said.
Danis, a graduate of Archbishop Alter High School, chose a Web site to reach others
because "it's a safe environment, a fearless environment. Over the Internet, you can be who you
want to be. It's the best way to meet people."
See the site at http:/ /www.udayton.edu/ -under·ground/.
The reaction has been positive, Danis said. "So far everybody seems to think it's a good
idea. People have told me they have used it to find things to do in Dayton. And right now it's
great. There seems to be more and more to do in Dayton every day."
Scott Markland, UD coordinator of alcohol and drug abuse prevention education, said
the Underground's Web-based interactions provide a new avenue for students to make friends.
"We're in the midst of change at UD," Markland said. "Drinking may have been
perceived as the only means for students to meet, have fun, etc. But, that is changing rapidly.
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There is a silent majority in the student community, and given a wide range of choices, most
students will make healthy decisions."
The Underground joins other alcohol-free initiatives on UD's campus. "Weekend Scene"
events are set up one weekend a month to appeal to students too young to legally drink alcohol
and for those who prefer not to drink alcohol. The first "Weekend Scene" this fall, held Aug. 2425, drew 500 to 600 students each night, and more than 7,000 University of Dayton students last
year attended the events.
Danis, the son of Christopher and Debbie Danis of Centerville, regularly attends
Weekend Scene events. "They offer stuff that's entertaining and interesting, like I'm going
white-water rafting in a few weeks. It's a really good alternative for those of us who don't
drink, and it's usually free or pretty cheap."
The next Weekend Scene will include a coffeehouse event from 9 to 11 p.m. Friday, Sept.
28, in the Kennedy Union Pub. Faculty, staff and students will perform musical, theatrical and
dance pieces as well as display artwork, interesting research and books.
"Weekend Scene-type programming is being done all across the country at various
university campuses," said Lou Talbott, director of student activities at UD. "The number of
campuses jumping on this bandwagon is growing steadily. This was all spurred on by the
national problem of drinking by college students."
A 1999 Harvard School of Public Health survey of 119 U.S. colleges found that although
three-fourths of college students drink responsibly or not at all, nearly one-fourth drink heavily
and frequently. A 1998 task force of faculty, students and administrators at UD spent a year
examining alcohol use and abuse on campus, and promoting alcohol-free events was one of
their recommendations.
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